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Introduction 

     This and subsequent newsletters are dedicated to all                                             

veterans, young or old, abled bodied or disabled, who have 

associated themselves with the Association. 

It is written and put together by veterans, it is for all veterans from across 

all the armed services and will be published, for now  

quarterly.  

The support group started its life as a way of sign posting veterans and 

their families to the help that is available and a way of    accessing that 

help, As a veteran diagnosed with P.T.S.D.  I  decided to start the group 

which has now turned into an association with monthly drop in meetings, 

Archery  and much more as well. 

John Joyce Founder. 

                                                                                                                            

We are oŶe year old TODAY 



My wife George wrote this poem after living with my illness for several years and   

learning with me where it was going to take us. It is really nice to know that their is 

someone out there who understands and who has helped on my quest to try and control 

the P.T.S.D., also with major support from The Warrior Programme it is getting easier 

to do these days. 

For supporting me and staying the course I would like to thank her. 

Barry Mills 



OŶ the ďuild up to  D-DaǇ ϭϵϰϰ, aŶ eǆeƌĐise ǁas ŵouŶted oŶ the south Đoast of 
DeǀoŶ ǁith the AŵeƌiĐaŶ foƌĐes that ǁould ďe deploǇed oŶto Utah ďeaĐh oŶ 
the ϲth JuŶe,. A ďeaĐh iŶ DeǀoŶ had ďeeŶ fouŶd that eǆaĐtlǇ ƌeseŵďled the 

paƌt of Utah ďeaĐh ǁheƌe theǇ ǁeƌe to laŶd aŶd ight oŶ the ϲth.                      
As the  MilitaƌǇ ǁaŶted to ŵake the eǆeƌĐise as ƌeal as possiďle it ǁas to ďe liǀe 

iƌiŶg aŶd iŶ a total of ϯϬ,ϬϬϬ aĐƌes.                                                                                  
Due to the seĐƌeiǀe Ŷatuƌe of the opeƌaioŶ aŶd the use of liǀe aŵŵuŶiioŶ it 
ǁas deĐided to eǀaĐuate the loĐal populaioŶ ǁhiĐh iŶĐluded  Eight ToǁŶs oƌ 

Villages as ǁell as all the faƌŵs aŶd also liǀestoĐk. ϯϬϬϬ ŵeŶ, ǁoŵaŶ aŶd                 
ĐhildƌeŶ had ďeeŶ ŵoǀed out of the aƌea ďǇ the eŶd of ϭϵϰϯ. 

This page ǁill ďe foƌ aŶǇ shoƌt stoƌǇ, that Ǉou the ƌeadeƌs, ďelieǀe to ďe of  a    
HistoƌiĐal paƌt of MilitaƌǇ histoƌǇ. Like ŵǇself I fouŶd aŶ iŶteƌesiŶg ďut Ŷot 

that ǁidelǇ kŶoǁŶ tƌaiŶiŶg tƌagedǇ, duƌiŶg OpeƌaioŶ Tigeƌ at “laptoŶ “aŶds, 
ToƌĐƌoss, DeǀoŶ, Apƌil Ϯϴth ϭϵϰϰ ǀeƌǇ iŶteƌesiŶg, this is also oŶ the pƌo-

gƌaŵŵe PB“ AŵeƌiĐa oŶ “kǇ 

“o if Ǉou haǀe soŵethiŶg that Ǉou ďelieǀe ǁould ďe of  iŶteƌesiŶg to otheƌs 
theŶ please eŵail ŵe ǁith theŵ at ďaƌƌǇŵillsϭϮ@aol.Đoŵ ;photo s͛, stoƌies, 

Ǉouƌ oǁŶ eǆpeƌieŶĐesͿ aŶǇ thiŶg Ǉou thiŶk ǁe ĐaŶ use.  



OperaioŶ Tiger 

OpeƌaioŶ Tigeƌ staƌted eaƌlǇ the ŵoƌŶiŶg of Apƌil Ϯϴth ϭϵϰϰ. Eight laŶdiŶg 
ships full of AŵeƌiĐaŶ seƌǀiĐeŵeŶ aŶd theiƌ assoĐiated eƋuipŵeŶt ĐoŶǀeƌged 
oŶ LǇŵe BaǇ just of the “outh Đoast of DeǀoŶ headiŶg foƌ “laptoŶ saŶds                 
;‘ed BeaĐhͿ foƌ the ƌeheaƌsal of D-DaǇ. 
The folloǁiŶg uŶits ǁeƌe iŶǀolǀed, U“ AƌŵǇ ϭst EŶgiŶeeƌ “peĐial Bƌigade, 
ϰth IŶfaŶtƌǇ DiǀisioŶ, VII Coƌps HeadƋuaƌteƌs, The ϭϭth Aŵphiďious FoƌĐe. 
Also opeƌaiŶg ǁithiŶ this aƌea ǁas the GeƌŵaŶ ϱth “ĐhŶellďoote ;E–Boat Ϳ
Floilla ǁho opeƌated out of GueƌŶseǇ. 
At Ϭϵϰϱ oŶ Apƌil Ϯϳth ĐoŶǀoǇ Tϰϱ let PlǇŵouth headiŶg foƌ LǇŵe BaǇ, its       
pƌiŵaƌǇ puƌpose to ĐaƌƌǇ TaŶks aŶd MeŶ to “laptoŶ saŶds.                              
LeadiŶg ǁas the esĐoƌt Coƌǀete H.M.“. Azalea, folloǁed ϮϬϬϬ Ǉaƌds ďǇ L“T ϱϭϱ
;laŶdiŶg ship TaŶkͿ, theŶ at ϳϬϬ Ǉaƌds L“Ts ϰϵϲ, ϱϭϭ, ϱϯϭ, ϱϴ, toǁiŶg tǁo      
poŶtooŶ ĐauseǁaǇs, also a Bƌiish ship FDTϮϭϳ ;a ighteƌ diƌeĐioŶ teŶdeƌͿ ǁas 
to pƌoǀide ‘adaƌ aŶd CoŵŵuŶiĐaioŶs Đoǀeƌ uŶdeƌ Đoŵďat ĐoŶdiioŶs. 
The WWϭ DestƌoǇeƌ “Điŵitaƌ ǁhiĐh should haǀe ďeeŶ esĐoƌiŶg this ĐoŶǀoǇ 
had ďeeŶ holed aďoǀe the ǁateƌ liŶe the daǇ ďefoƌe aŶd ǁas iŶ doĐk foƌ         
ƌepaiƌs. This iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ǁas Ŷot seŶt up to ĐoŵŵaŶd so Ŷo ƌeplaĐeŵeŶt ǁas 
assigŶed. 
Otheƌ ǀessels iŶ the gƌoup ǁeƌe Thƌee Bƌiish MTB͛s ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe posiioŶed just 
of Cheƌďouƌg  to iŶteƌĐept aŶǇ E ďoats leaǀiŶg theiƌ ďase, ďut at ϮϮϬϬhƌs NiŶe 
E-ďoats fƌoŵ the “ĐhŶellďoote loillas slipped ďǇ aŶd ǁeƌe iŶ the ĐhaŶŶel. 
It ǁas at aďout this iŵe that ĐoŶǀoǇ Tϰϱ had ďeeŶ joiŶed ďǇ the Bƌiǆhaŵ      
seĐioŶ, ĐoŵpƌisiŶg of L“Ts ϰϵϵ, Ϯϴϵ, ϱϬϳ L“T ϱϬϴ failed to ŵake the             
ƌeŶdezǀous. 
The iƌst taƌget ǁas seeŶ ďǇ the E-ďoats at Ϯϯϭϳ hƌs, theǇ split iŶto paiƌs aŶd 
ĐoŵŵeŶĐed theiƌ ataĐk oŶ the L“T s͛. 
FDTϮϭϳ ǁas oƌdeƌed ďaĐk iŶto poƌt at this iŵe ďeĐause she ǁas ŶeĐessaƌǇ foƌ 
the ƌeal laŶdiŶgs iŶ a Đouple of ŵoŶths. This she aĐhieǀed ǁith Ŷo daŵage, ďut 
ďǇ ϬϰϯϬ hƌs the  saŵe Đould Ŷot ďe said foƌ the laŶdiŶg Đƌat L“T s͛ ϱϬϳ aŶd ϱϯϭ. 
TheǇ had ďeeŶ suŶk ǁith a total loss of ϲϮϲ ŵeŶ, L“T Ϯϴϵ had ďeeŶ daŵaged 
ǁith the loss of ϭϯ MeŶ aŶd L“T ϱϭϭ ǁas daŵaged ateƌ takiŶg iƌe fƌoŵ L“T 
ϰϵϲ, ǁith ϭϴ ǁouŶded.                                                                                             
These Đasualies aŶd those that lost theiƌ liǀes thƌough  iŶĐoƌƌeĐtlǇ iiŶg life 
jaĐkets aŶd hǇpotheƌŵia fƌoŵ the sea aŵouŶted to ŶeaƌlǇ a ThousaŶd. 



The Ŷuŵďeƌ of Đasualies, ǁhiĐh ǁeƌe ĐoŶsideƌed ďǇ the AŵeƌiĐaŶ top ďƌass as 
suĐh a disasteƌ, that theǇ oƌdeƌed a Đoŵplete iŶfoƌŵaioŶ ďlaĐkout aŶd aŶǇ of 
the suƌǀiǀoƌs ǁho ƌeǀealed the tƌuth ǁould ďe Đouƌt ŵaƌialled. 

The otheƌ pƌoďleŵ ǁas that allied ĐoŵŵaŶdeƌs ǁeƌe ĐoŶĐeƌŶed that oiĐeƌs 
ǁho ǁeŶt ŵissiŶg duƌiŶg the ataĐk Đould haǀe eŶded up iŶ GeƌŵaŶ haŶds. 

“oŵe of the oiĐeƌs takiŶg paƌt iŶ the eǆeƌĐise had the ͞Bigot͟ leǀel of seĐuƌitǇ 
ĐleaƌaŶĐe ; BeǇoŶd top seĐƌetͿ  aŶd kŶeǁ all aďout the details of D-DaǇ, .           
A  ŵajoƌ seaƌĐh of the aƌea ǁas ĐoŶduĐted aŶd all oiĐeƌs ǁith this ĐleaƌaŶĐe 
ǁeƌe fouŶd aŶd the seĐuƌitǇ ƋuesioŶ of the laŶdiŶgs ǁeƌe deeŵed safe. 

OŶe of the iteŵs that ǁeŶt oǀeƌ the side that Ŷight ǁas a “heƌŵaŶ TaŶk aŶd it 
laid oŶ the sea ďed at “laptoŶ saŶds foƌ ϰϬ Ǉeaƌs. It ǁas fouŶd appƌoǆiŵatelǇ 
ϯ/ϰ of a ŵile of shoƌe iŶ ϲϬ feet ;ϭϴŵͿ of ǁateƌ ďǇ loĐal ƌesideŶt KeŶ “ŵall. 
Ateƌ ŶegoiaioŶs oǀeƌ the folloǁiŶg Ǉeaƌs Mƌ “ŵall ďƌought the “heƌŵaŶ foƌ 
$ϱϬ fƌoŵ the AŵeƌiĐaŶs aŶd theŶ ƌeĐoǀeƌed it fƌoŵ the sea iŶ ϭϵϴϰ. 

At pƌeseŶt this VehiĐle sites oŶ the sea fƌoŶt at ToƌĐƌoss as a Waƌ ŵeŵoƌial foƌ 
the Allied peƌsoŶŶel ǁho lost theiƌ liǀes theƌe,  also Mƌ “ŵall ǁho passed aǁaǇ. 

Mƌ sŵall efoƌts to estaďlished this ŵeŵoƌial ǁas ƌeĐogŶised ďǇ the U“        
CoŶgƌess , the faŵilies of the dead seƌǀiĐeŵeŶ, also ďǇ ‘oŶald ‘agaŶ ǁho all 
thaŶked hiŵ foƌ his efoƌts. 

The ǁhole stoƌǇ is ŵuĐh ŵoƌe Đoŵpleǆ thaŶ the shoƌt ǀeƌsioŶ heƌe ďut it is a 
fasĐiŶaiŶg stoƌǇ ǁhiĐh oŶlǇ Đaŵe out iŶ the late ϴϬ s͛. If Ǉou put           
͚OpeƌaioŶ Tigeƌ͛ iŶto Ǉouƌ ďƌoǁseƌ all ǁill ďe ƌeǀealed, so good ƌeadiŶg aŶd 
Ǉou Ŷeǀeƌ ǁheƌe it ŵight take Ǉou. 



The ChaiƌŵaŶ of the VeteƌaŶs AssoĐiaioŶ JohŶ ǁould like to aĐkŶoǁledge aŶd 
is tƌulǇ gƌateful to the folloǁiŶg oƌgaŶizaioŶs that haǀe ďeeŶ iŶstƌuŵeŶtal foƌ 
ŵakiŶg the gƌoup ŵoƌe thaŶ just a dƌeaŵ ďut haǀe ďƌought it to life. 

Help ϰ Heroes, HealiŶg haŶds, Step Forǁard, Aldi, Sir Osǁald Stoll MaŶsioŶs 

The Warrior Prograŵŵe, ϯrd Molesey sĐouts, VeteraŶs ǁelfare serǀiĐe, 

Elŵďridge CouŶĐil ǀoluŶtary seĐtor support, VoluŶteer AĐioŶ Elŵďridge 

Mr KeǀiŶ PearsoŶ aŶd CouŶĐillor Mike BeŶŶisoŶ SHV & F-LP (RoŶ & Deďorah 

A Massiǀe thaŶk you to all JohŶ JoyĐe 

Useful CoŶtaĐt details 

VeteraŶs support assoĐiaioŶ 

Weď site:-WWW.VeteƌaŶssuppoƌtassoĐiaioŶ.Đo.uk 

TelephoŶe:- ϬϳϵϬϮ-ϭϮϱϱϬϴ 

FaĐeďook:- ǀeteƌaŶs suppoƌt assoĐiaioŶ Đlosed gƌoup, liŶked iŶ JohŶ JoǇĐe ǀet-
eƌaŶs suppoƌt assoĐiaioŶ. 

Coŵďat Stress Ϯϰ hour help liŶe ϬϴϬϬ-ϭϯϴϱϭϲϭϵ  Www.Đoŵďatstress.org.uk                                                                            

SSAFA  HelpliŶe ϬϴϬϬ-ϳϯϭϰϴϴϬ  ǁǁǁ.ssafa.oƌg.uk 

Arŵed ForĐes aŶd Chariies DireĐtory      ǁǁǁĐhaƌitǇĐhoiĐe.Đo.uk 

ABF ;AƌŵǇ ďeŶeǀoleŶt fuŶdͿ MilitaƌǇ ĐhaƌitǇ  ǁǁǁ.soldieƌsĐhaƌitǇ.oƌg 

Hoŵes for VeteraŶs:- ǁǁǁ.hoŵesfoƌǀeteƌaŶs.Đo.uk Tel ϬϭϳϮϮ-ϯϮϮϴϴϮ 

The VeteraŶs Đharity:- ǁǁǁ.ǀeteƌaŶsĐhaƌitǇ.oƌg 

Coďseo Đhaƌiies ǁǁǁ.aƌŵǇ.ŵod.uk 

T.R.B.L. ‘oǇal Bƌiish LegioŶ:- CoŶtaĐt ĐeŶtƌe helpliŶe ǁǁǁ.ďƌiishlegioŶ.oƌg.uk 

               TelephoŶe ϬϴϬϴ-ϴϬϮϴϬϴ ϴaŵ-ϴpŵ ϳ daǇs a ǁeek 

The Poppy FaĐtory Tel ϬϮϬ-ϴϵϰϬϯϯϬϱ adŵiŶ@poppyfaĐtory.org 
www.poppyfaĐtory.org 

The Warrior Prograŵŵe Tel ϬϴϬϴ-ϴϬϭϬϴϵϴ www.warriorprograŵŵe.org.uk 


