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Introduction 

     This and subsequent newsletters are dedicated to all                                             

veterans, young or old, abled bodied or disabled, who have 

associated themselves with the Association. 

It is written and put together by veterans, it is for all veterans from across 

all the armed services and will be published, for now  

quarterly.  

The support group started its life as a way of sign posting veterans and 

their families to the help that is available and a way of    accessing that 

help, As a veteran diagnosed with P.T.S.D.  I  decided to start the group 

which has now turned into an association with monthly drop in meetings, 

Archery  and much more as well. 

John Joyce Founder. 

                                                                                                                            

We are o e year old TODAY 



My wife George wrote this poem after living with my illness for several years and   

learning with me where it was going to take us. It is really nice to know that their is 

someone out there who understands and who has helped on my quest to try and control 

the P.T.S.D., also with major support from The Warrior Programme it is getting easier 

to do these days. 

For supporting me and staying the course I would like to thank her. 

Barry Mills 



O  the uild up to  D-Da  , a  e e ise as ou ted o  the south oast of 
De o  ith the A e i a  fo es that ould e deplo ed o to Utah ea h o  
the th Ju e,. A ea h i  De o  had ee  fou d that e a tl  ese led the 

pa t of Utah ea h he e the  e e to la d a d ight o  the th.                      
As the  Milita  a ted to ake the e e ise as eal as possi le it as to e li e 

i i g a d i  a total of ,  a es.                                                                                  
Due to the se ei e atu e of the ope aio  a d the use of li e a u iio  it 

as de ided to e a uate the lo al populaio  hi h i luded  Eight To s o  
Villages as ell as all the fa s a d also li esto k.  e , o a  a d                 

hild e  had ee  o ed out of the a ea  the e d of . 

This page ill e fo  a  sho t sto , that ou the eade s, elie e to e of  a    
Histo i al pa t of Milita  histo . Like self I fou d a  i te esi g ut ot 

that idel  k o  t ai i g t aged , du i g Ope aio  Tige  at “lapto  “a ds, 
To oss, De o , Ap il th  e  i te esi g, this is also o  the p o-

g a e PB“ A e i a o  “k  

“o if ou ha e so ethi g that ou elie e ould e of  i te esi g to othe s 
the  please e ail e ith the  at a ills @aol. o  photo s, sto ies, 

ou  o  e pe ie es  a  thi g ou thi k e a  use.  



Operaio  Tiger 

Ope aio  Tige  sta ted ea l  the o i g of Ap il th . Eight la di g 
ships full of A e i a  se i e e  a d thei  asso iated e uip e t o e ged 
o  L e Ba  just of the “outh oast of De o  headi g fo  “lapto  sa ds                 
‘ed Bea h  fo  the ehea sal of D-Da . 

The follo i g u its e e i ol ed, U“ A  st E gi ee  “pe ial B igade, 
th I fa t  Di isio , VII Co ps Head ua te s, The th A phi ious Fo e. 

Also ope ai g ithi  this a ea as the Ge a  th “ h ell oote E–Boat 
Floilla ho ope ated out of Gue se . 
At  o  Ap il th o o  T  let Pl outh headi g fo  L e Ba , its       
p i a  pu pose to a  Ta ks a d Me  to “lapto  sa ds.                              
Leadi g as the es o t Co ete H.M.“. Azalea, follo ed  a ds  L“T 
la di g ship Ta k , the  at  a ds L“Ts , , , , to i g t o      

po too  ause a s, also a B iish ship FDT  a ighte  di e io  te de  as 
to p o ide ‘ada  a d Co u i aio s o e  u de  o at o diio s. 
The WW  Dest o e  “ i ita  hi h should ha e ee  es o i g this o o  
had ee  holed a o e the ate  li e the da  efo e a d as i  do k fo          
epai s. This i fo aio  as ot se t up to o a d so o epla e e t as 

assig ed. 
Othe  essels i  the g oup e e Th ee B iish MTB s hi h e e posiio ed just 
of Che ou g  to i te ept a  E oats lea i g thei  ase, ut at h s Ni e 
E- oats f o  the “ h ell oote loillas slipped  a d e e i  the ha el. 
It as at a out this i e that o o  T  had ee  joi ed  the B i ha       
se io , o p isi g of L“Ts , ,  L“T  failed to ake the             
e dez ous. 

The i st ta get as see   the E- oats at  h s, the  split i to pai s a d 
o e ed thei  ata k o  the L“T s. 

FDT  as o de ed a k i to po t at this i e e ause she as e essa  fo  
the eal la di gs i  a ouple of o ths. This she a hie ed ith o da age, ut 

  h s the  sa e ould ot e said fo  the la di g at L“T s  a d . 
The  had ee  su k ith a total loss of  e , L“T  had ee  da aged 

ith the loss of  Me  a d L“T  as da aged ate  taki g i e f o  L“T 
, ith  ou ded.                                                                                             

These asualies a d those that lost thei  li es th ough  i o e tl  ii g life 
ja kets a d h pothe ia f o  the sea a ou ted to ea l  a Thousa d. 



The u e  of asualies, hi h e e o side ed  the A e i a  top ass as 
su h a disaste , that the  o de ed a o plete i fo aio  la kout a d a  of 
the su i o s ho e ealed the t uth ould e ou t a ialled. 

The othe  p o le  as that allied o a de s e e o e ed that oi e s 
ho e t issi g du i g the ata k ould ha e e ded up i  Ge a  ha ds. 

“o e of the oi e s taki g pa t i  the e e ise had the Bigot  le el of se u it  
lea a e  Be o d top se et   a d k e  all a out the details of D-Da , .           

A  ajo  sea h of the a ea as o du ted a d all oi e s ith this lea a e 
e e fou d a d the se u it  uesio  of the la di gs e e dee ed safe. 

O e of the ite s that e t o e  the side that ight as a “he a  Ta k a d it 
laid o  the sea ed at “lapto  sa ds fo   ea s. It as fou d app o i atel  

/  of a ile of sho e i   feet  of ate   lo al eside t Ke  “ all. 
Ate  egoiaio s o e  the follo i g ea s M  “ all ought the “he a  fo  
$  f o  the A e i a s a d the  e o e ed it f o  the sea i  . 

At p ese t this Vehi le sites o  the sea f o t at To oss as a Wa  e o ial fo  
the Allied pe so el ho lost thei  li es the e,  also M  “ all ho passed a a . 

M  s all efo ts to esta lished this e o ial as e og ised  the U“        
Co g ess , the fa ilies of the dead se i e e , also  ‘o ald ‘aga  ho all 
tha ked hi  fo  his efo ts. 

The hole sto  is u h o e o ple  tha  the sho t e sio  he e ut it is a 
fas i ai g sto  hi h o l  a e out i  the late s. If ou put           
Ope aio  Tige  i to ou  o se  all ill e e ealed, so good eadi g a d 
ou e e  he e it ight take ou. 



The Chai a  of the Vete a s Asso iaio  Joh  ould like to a k o ledge a d 
is t ul  g ateful to the follo i g o ga izaio s that ha e ee  i st u e tal fo  

aki g the g oup o e tha  just a d ea  ut ha e ought it to life. 

Help  Heroes, Heali g ha ds, Step For ard, Aldi, Sir Os ald Stoll Ma sio s 

The Warrior Progra e, rd Molesey s outs, Vetera s elfare ser i e, 

El ridge Cou il olu tary se tor support, Volu teer A io  El ridge 

Mr Ke i  Pearso  a d Cou illor Mike Be iso  SHV & F-LP (Ro  & De orah 

A Massi e tha k you to all Joh  Joy e 

Useful Co ta t details 

Vetera s support asso iaio  

We  site:-WWW.Vete a ssuppo tasso iaio . o.uk 

Telepho e:- -  

Fa e ook:- ete a s suppo t asso iaio  losed g oup, li ked i  Joh  Jo e et-
e a s suppo t asso iaio . 

Co at Stress  hour help li e -   Www. o atstress.org.uk                                                                            

SSAFA  Helpli e -   .ssafa.o g.uk 

Ar ed For es a d Chariies Dire tory      ha it hoi e. o.uk 

ABF A  e e ole t fu d  Milita  ha it   .soldie s ha it .o g 

Ho es for Vetera s:- .ho esfo ete a s. o.uk Tel -  

The Vetera s harity:- . ete a s ha it .o g 

Co seo ha iies .a . od.uk 

T.R.B.L. ‘o al B iish Legio :- Co ta t e t e helpli e . iishlegio .o g.uk 

               Telepho e -  a - p   da s a eek 

The Poppy Fa tory Tel -  ad i @poppyfa tory.org 
www.poppyfa tory.org 

The Warrior Progra e Tel -  www.warriorprogra e.org.uk 


